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Love Connection Journal Entries
Preface

 The Holy Community Church Women’s Department has
been hosting a conference every July for many years. In

2020 with COVID-19’s mandated social distancing, it was
necessary to host the meeting virtually (like church
gatherings everywhere). Our theme for 2020 was

 “A LOVE CONNECTION IS OUR REASONABLE SERVICE.”
Inspired by one of The Living Gospel Church mothers, the

sisters were asked to create up to thirty-one daily journals about
how these connections were experienced with God, family
members, and/or others. We were to share some of these
entries in our monthly meetings, as God allowed. We have

compiled some of these submissions here from the ones who
were led to share, and we pray that you are blessed (as we were

in amassing this project).

 

Holy Community Women’s Department



 
 

Making a Love Connection
 

July 13, 2020
“Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity

vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,” --1 Corinthians 13:4

I Love You, Jesus!
I called one of my daughters in the Lord and encouraged her. I let

her know that I missed the JOY that she once had. I encouraged her
to let the JOY OF THE LORD be her strength.    

 

July 17, 2020
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all

thy getting get understanding.
8 Exalt her, and she shall promote thee: she shall bring thee to

honour, when thou dost embrace her.
9 She shall give to thine head an ornament of grace: a crown of glory

shall she deliver to thee.
--Proverbs 4:7-9

 
 The love of God and obedience to Him is how I am able to apply

what I have learned in my life each day.
 Wisdom helped me make the right adjustment at a home-going
service at the church today. There was a young lady who became

very angry because she couldn’t get inside the building to be seated.  
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Nevertheless, in these trying times, we are determined to
walk in God’s love and wisdom—and not our emotions.

 Therefore, on my way home, I went to her, with the love of
God, asking her please to understand that we HAD to do

what we had been asked to do, or the church could be closed
down. My explanation of the situation helped her to receive

what had happened. She felt better, and the Love of God
made a Love Connection.   

but COVID-19 is quite a challenge for all of us. 

 Mother Louise Horne

Pastor is strictly adhering to the mandated social distancing
standards, which require only a set number of occupants to be

inside a closed building at any given time, and people are just not
accustomed to strict boundaries when they attend a church service,
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Reasonable Service?

 
“I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your

reasonable service.” --Romans 12:1 (Conference Background
Scripture)

 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020
Funerals indoors during COVID 19 are a new challenge! Our

Women’s Conference was themed “A LOVE CONNECTION IS OUR
REASONABLE SERVICE,” and these times of extraordinary

precautions during social distancing/interactions are causing some
serious self-examination! “Social distancing” does not mix well with

our definition of traditional church services; it’s all about singing,
clapping, embracing, touching, and enjoying each other as we bless

God. Not to touch others seems almost “sinful” in the house of God,
really.

 
We have had four services in the last couple weeks, and I (we, saints)
come to help my sisters and brethren serve the bereaved families and
friends who are in need because the LOVE of JESUS compels us to
do so. We are taking all mandated precautions, and I am convinced

that GOD ALONE is our barrier as we lovingly deal with family
members who do not quite understand that they cannot gather

closely in the hallway and embrace during their means of comforting
one another.
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Everything went well today at our service number four with only
a couple small “hiccups,” which are somewhat expected (even

when it is not during a pandemic). Heavenly Father, please accept
our “reasonable service” . . . (9:19 p.m.)

 
 God’s Amazing Love

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish

things.
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now

I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest

of these is charity.
  --1Corinthians 13:11-13 

 

Tuesday, July 22, 2020
 I experienced that LOVE of God this morning during Morning

Manna (7 a.m., daily Zoom Bible Study session). One of the main
ministers is teaching this week on the “Prophetic Hour: in the Midst
of It,” which is an intriguing topic of study. Nonetheless, I had been
struggling—the day before, which was Tuesday—to connect to the
content. He was focused on figures (of which I am NOT fond) and I

kept unexpectedly dozing. 
 We had just come home that previous weekend from a trip to

Tennessee (helping our daughter to get moved) and I was just plain
worn out. I had pulled myself through my morning workout, and
when I sat down again, my body and mind kept checking out on

me. I was taking sketchy, nonsense notes and was feeling so out of
it. I had to rebuke negative thought constantly this morning as I

tuned in to the lesson.
 
 

6



Glory be to God! When he started out this morning, he referenced
Proverbs 23:7 (7 “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and
drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is not with thee.”) dealing with

our thoughts dictating our perspective.  

 
 As he began, I thought of Apostle Paul’s saying to King Agrippa that

he “thought [him]self happy,” and the teacher then applied that
same Scripture passage as well in Acts 26:1-2: 26 “Then Agrippa said
unto Paul, Thou art permitted to speak . . . Then Paul . . . answered . . .

2 I think myself happy, king Agrippa, . . .” I was so excited; I just
wanted to jump because this is yet another confirmation of God’s
LOVECONNECTION! I could feel the warmth of His love. Since He
knew where I had been mentally, God led the pastor to go to Isaiah

28:9-10 (9 “Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he
make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk,
and drawn from the breasts.10 For precept must be upon precept,

precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and
there a little:”) to explain that the emphasis should be on getting

SOMETHING each session, even if it’s a “precept,” “line,” or “a little”
here or there. These tidbits serve as building blocks for future

construction of the Holy Word in our lives. (“I’m working on my
building!”) 

 The rest of the lesson went down so much smoother because God
had seen my need of encouragement at that point, even though I
know I was not the only one. “Now we know in part,” but one day
when the Perfect One is come, I know we will experience FULLY

the greatest of these three CHARITY—forever more!
Ps: The Lord also reminded me that now I could relate to other
sisters who had previously shared with me their struggle to stay

focused at certain times during the lessons. I thank God for loving
me that much!  (4:18 p.m.) 
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The Root of Cultivation
 

“But if you bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not
consumed one of another.”  --Galatians 5:15 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020
 I fought to dig out roots today, in a flowerbed that I had passed

over for too many years! This task reminds me of roots of
bitterness. . .

 Apostle Paul encourages the saints in Galatia to forgive their
offenders, or their conflicts would cause their ruin. As I dug out
roots that extended much farther than I expected possible and

entangled with so many others of all sizes, I wondered how much
time and effort would be necessary to get to the base of all these
vines that run rampant underneath the surface of the ground, just
like offences, anger, resentment, hatred, etc., if left unattended. 
 I have pulled partial roots from this bed for many years, but the

wild vines continue to grow, which speaks to the dire and
immediate need for thorough, consistent and persistent “weeding
out” of all ungodly and worldly issues in our hearts. I wrenched out

more roots today than ever, but I know I did not get them all. I
cleaned out areas and planted flowers, but I know I must be

immediate and consistent in nurturing them, or they will not thrive.
My desire for these plants is to overcome those alien roots and

become part of the beauty of this natural environment. I also strive
to overcome foreign thoughts and issues that could cause me to

“bite” my brethren as well.
 Lord, please keep me with a willing and humble mind and body to

consistently cultivate my spiritual ground and thrive in the beauty of
holiness. (7:24 p.m.) 
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Charity Versus Pounds
 

“14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness. 17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him..”
--Colossians 3:14,17 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020
 God blessed me again this morning in Morning Manna through one
of the teaching pastors. The topic today was on CHARITY, based on
2 Peter 1:7, as one of the seven graces that we “add to” our life as

we mature in this Christian journey.
 The minister used Colossians the third chapter, where it encourages

us, as chosen, to “put on” specific godly traits to have peace and
abide in God’s Word and in His love. As the Scripture uses the

phrase, “put on,” this teacher explained using the analogy of gaining
(or putting on) weight, how it’s extremely easy to acquire, but very
difficult to lose. He went on to say that as these pounds become a
part of our DNA, so should we let love/agape/charity become part

of our spiritual makeup. PRAISE GOD!!!
 Lord, I receive that today, in the Name of Jesus: Just as fervently as
pounds return immediately once lost—if not maintained—so I claim

this agape to resound in me when it is challenged. I want it to
spring forth in the face of every issue until they (the issues) are all
dried up, like the woman’s “issue of blood” did when she touched

Jesus’ hem (as added by another anointed minister/teacher). I
realize and acknowledge that this agape love is manifested in my
Demonstrating Obedience to the Word/Will of God, and I thank

Him sincerely for including me in His plan of salvation! (9:57 A.M.)     
 
 Sister Dorothy Reynolds
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July 15, 2020
 “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye

be reprobates?”  --2 Corinthians 13:5
“As for God, His way is perfect: the word of the Lord is tried: He is a

buckler to all those that trust in Him.”  --Psalms   18:30                

 
Today as I was driving, God reminded me of how His love is connected
to me and in me. He showed me how all down through the years He
was—and is—concerned about me. As I reminisce on 2002 when my
sister died, he spoke a word to encourage me to move as my sister

would have me to move; that word was “SELFISH.” In 2007, he spoke
a word of comfort when my father died, “COMFORT.” In 2015, He
spoke to me that  He IS WITH ME during the harsh diagnoses of my
husband’s pancreatic cancer. As my husband transitioned from this

life, the Lord assured me that “I AM YOUR PROTECTOR.” In 2020
when my mother passed, God assured me that “WE ARE NOT HERE
ALWAYS; THE BODY IS TIRED. MOVE IN THE GOOD THAT SHE
TAUGHT YOU.”  As I drove from Valdosta to Adel with tears rolling

down my face, I heard the song, “Just One Word from the Lord.”
Sometimes love hurts and soothes at the same time. After eighteen
years of loved ones to whom I was so close passing from this life, I

believe the Lord began to show me how the relationship between Him
and me became stronger. It’s through these hard times that a “Love

connection was being developed over time.”    
 Sister Sandra O'neal
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Love Connection with Coworker
 

“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little
ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not

lose their reward.”  --St. Matthew 10:42

 
 After a long day at work, my coworker asked me if I would stay to

assist with a school-related project. My initial thought was, “I’ve had
a difficult time with a student all day. I’m mentally tired, and I want
to go home!” Instantly the Lord let me know that I needed to stay
and assist with the project. I stayed for only about an hour and a

half, preparing booklets by laminating, cutting, hole punching, and
binding them for the students. Once we had finished, I was thankful
for being obedient to the Word of God. It really was not about the
task; it was about humbling myself to be whom God has called me

to be in Him to provide encouragement and support to my
colleague in a positive way—in the right spirit.

 

Love Connection with My Son and His Family
 

 “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you,

except ye be reprobates?”   --2 Corinthians 13:5

 
            When our children were living at home, we did not allow
them to have pets inside the home at all. When one of our sons,

who is active-duty military, with his family, left Hawaii to travel to 

    11



I was speechless because I had not seen my son in TWO years!
After praying, the Lord enabled me to see what was really

important. I opened up our home to my son, his wife, AND the
pets! This was a huge step of growth for me as a mother, and
my son thanked me because he knew too. I told him the glory

belongs to God because it was He Who had touched me in a way
to help me realize that quality time with him and his family was
the top priority. I thank God for doing something special for us

in this . 

Virginia to his new duty station, they planned to stop in Georgia
for three to four days to spend time with us. Due to expensive

hotel fees for pets, he told me they were packing his car and going
directly to Virginia because he knew I did not allow animals inside

our home. 

Sister Sharon Durden
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Examine MYSELF 
 

Monday, July 20, 2020
"Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend

them."       ~Psalm 119:165

6:37 A.M. I appreciate the Lord this morning for waking me up with a
desire to want to "reignite" & refresh the quality time that I spend
with Him, first thing in the morning. I testified in church yesterday

about how God showed me how I have stopped taking notes at home,
but I continue to take notes at church, & don't really go back to review

them. What's that about? Am I doing it to be seen of men? Is it vain
repetitions? These questions aroused as a result of our Sunday school

lesson in Matthew 6, which fits perfectly with my journal entry for
today--EXAMINE MYSELF!

Examining myself is detrimental to my love connection with God.
Anytime I find myself lacking in the quality time that I am spending
with God, it taints my love connection with Him, thus affecting my

relationships & interactions with those around me. So this morning, I
am grateful to begin this journal, as it is helping me to refocus on my

scripture reading, meditation, & studying at home, & giving me a
chance to reflect & apply the word to my life, on purpose. My hopes is

to come back later today & share the ways that I intentionally
examined myself, & made a love connection today!

 Later Today:  Reflecting back over the day, I purposely asked my
husband what he wanted for breakfast, instead of fixing what I

thought would be easier. lol! I also asked him what he wanted for
dinner. I went and picked my father up, and he spent time at my

house (inside) for the first time!  
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Examine MYSELF 
 

Saturday, July 25, 2020  
21 "Also take no heed unto all words that are spoken; lest thou hear

thy servant curse thee:
22 For oftentimes also thine own heart knoweth that thou thyself

likewise hast cursed others."
   -- Ecclesiastes 7:21-22

 
6:25 A.M.: Reading over this scripture, I'm reminded of how upset
and aggravated I had gotten with my husband for choosing to work

late (off the clock). I felt like he totally disregarded how I felt,
because he didn't even call! I know he knows how I feel about him

calling, & how I feel about him working so late, without getting
compensated for his time. I allowed myself to feel "outdone," as if I
have never done things to him that I knew he didn't like, or agree
with. Not saying that either of us were right for disregarding the

other's feelings...just saying that my mind will allow me to see him
as this inconsiderate person who I just can't understand why he does

what he does! When in reality, I do the same thing, just in a
different area! I thank You for Your word, and for this reminder this

morning, & I pray that I'm able to bring this scripture to my
remembrance when faced with similar situations. 

Sister  Melinda Pettway
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Making a Love Connection 
 

July 23, 2020
 As I rise this morning, I’m thankful to the Lord for His mercy. I

realize also that doing this journal helps me to be more mindful of
my actions. Thank You, Lord.

”Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom
of fools.”  --Ecclesiastes 7:9

 I must watch my spirit: EXAMINE MYSELF. Alice, make sure you
are in the right spirit, at all times. Can I do it? Sure, you can because
Jesus did it, and He is your very present help . . . He lives in me and

He has ALL power in His hands. Lord, thank You for loving me 
that I don’t be deceived, WATCH and PRAY! I want to please You

this day! I am love! 
 

July 25, 2020 
 “But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not

consumed one of another.” --Galatians 5:15

 This verse was good for me on yesterday. My husband had said
something that hurt my feelings, and I said, “Well, I won’t say

anything else!” But instantly, I knew that was wrong, and I could
not allow our trip to be sour when I could be wise in the spirit and

obey the spirit to bring peace and love back to the fellowship of our
riding out of town. My flesh wanted to be angry, but I knew it

wasn’t that important. I had to talk to myself and start talking to 
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him as well. Once I obeyed, his tone and spirit changed. I HAD to
forgive him and leave it there (in the past). Then I had to recall to
myself how I could get on his nerves; therefore, I started telling

myself, “Alice, be patient!” I thank the Lord for Love’s ruling
because I want to please God! Alice, be LOVE!     

 

July 28, 2020 
" Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe

on me through their word;" --St. John 20:20

           This morning reading St. John, Chapter 17 where Jesus
prayed for us/me, the Spirit of Truth let me to know that I cannot
have a Love Connection or receive Love if I don’t know the Father

and His Son Jesus Christ in a relationship. I’m not of the world;
therefore, I cannot act like the world. Then the Spirit brought to me

that second verse in Romans 12:
 “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 

Now, Alice, let’s see this verse working in you. In Jesus’s Name,
thank You, Lord, for keeping my mind. I thank the Lord; it’s been
seven days of no attitude, but love and kindness being shown, and
FIGHTING to kill “Miss Alice” that “Sis Joy” might live. I choose to

be LOVE! 
 

August 12, 2020    
"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because

fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love."

 --1 John 4:18
         Alice, you can love; the fear comes when you think of

yourself. (How people treat you, being used . . .) These are some
the reasons we don’t love. But Lord, Your Word says that is

“torment,” which it is when I am always wondering if they are going 
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to mistreat me or not love me back. It’s time to trust God and
stay focused on Him for perfect love, and He will chase all the
fear away. Alice, will you love hard? It’s a choice that only I can

make. Alice, you can do it today. Stay focused on the Love (God)
and He will keep you in love. Thank You, Lord, for keeping me

this day. During the fast when my flesh was telling me, “Just get
one cup of coffee,” I said, “No!” because of Jesus. He’s the One
Who gave me the strength. Thank You, Lord, for loving me! I am

Love! 
 

August 13, 2020 
 I’m making a Love Connection with God. He is my Love, He is

my Protector, He is my Strength, He is my Savior, He is my
Everything! Thank You, Lord, for fellowshipping with me . . . even
though You don’t have to. You are so BIG, Awesome, and Mighty,

yet You take time to talk to me (a nothing). Thank You SO
MUCH! 

St. John 13:34-35 shares, “34 A new commandment I give unto you,
That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one
another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if

ye have love one to another.”

Alice, are you a disciple? If so, others should see love flowing
from you. If you are love . . . love more! Lord, I do want to love
You and Your people from a pure heart. Help me to do so, Lord!

Help me to be love! Love is kind; love is patient. Thank You, Lord,
for helping me to show love in the midst of opposition. You are an

Awesome God!!! Among my coworkers and the students . . .
Lord, You kept me, and I thank You for Your light shining through

it all! I am LOVE! 
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August 18, 2020 
 Thank You, Lord, You are my Love Connection with others!

Because You are Love, You want me to operate in love also. I am
Love, and it’s my duty as a child of God to operate in Love as my

Father. Because of You, Lord, I can love, even when it hurts.
Forgive me, Lord, for hurting You. Help me to forgive others. 

St. Luke 23:34 says, “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.” 

Jesus had and has forgiving heart, and I too must have a forgiving
heart. I can’t forgive without God’s love. I am love. I can forgive. I
can be sweet and kind to others. It’s in my power to do so because

of Jesus. Thank You, Lord, for all things. 
 

I made a statement to a young man at work, letting him know
that I had not called him. I was later told that he was greatly upset

with me. My heart was not to hurt or offend him in any way.
When it was brought to my attention, I went to apologize to him,
but he was already gone for the day. Nonetheless, I will ask for his

forgiveness because I want to obey the Word of God. 
 

August 19, 2020
 Lord, I’m finding out to have this pure love is sometimes a

struggle. I’m seeing that I have a long, long way to go, AND Lord, I
truly believe You will bring me to the place of agape love in my

heart. With God ALL things are possible. I want to purpose in my
heart today to be watchful of everything I say. St. James 4:4 states,
“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of
the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend

of the world is the enemy of God.” 
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How can I love God and His people when I’m such a friend to this
“old girl” who is worldly? She has to die! For me to love, I cannot
be a friend with the “old Alice;” kill her, Alice, kill her! I don’t like

who I am. I see where I mess up (seems like) all the time. Lord
God, please help me to be an overcomer! 

       I went to ask forgiveness of the student whom I had offended
(on yesterday) and I praise God that the person accepted my

apology and thanked me for come to him to make it right. Thank
You, Lord, for Your Word and for giving me the “want-to” do

better!  
 

August 22, 2020
Good Morning, Father: 

 Sometimes making a Love Connection is doing things I really don’t
want to do . . . but then I DO want to. I know there is a need for me

to go and visit, and I love visiting. However, I think about being
home doing nothing and just resting. But God—is that what YOU

want me to do?! NO! I am to put others before myself. Help me to
rest in Your Word because that is where my strength comes from,

Your Word/Wisdom! 
4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my

words: keep my commandments, and live.
5 Get wisdom, get understanding: forget it not; neither decline from

the words of my mouth.
6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall

keep thee.
7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all

thy getting get understanding.
” --Proverbs 4:4-7  

 
 
 

Sister  Alice Johnson
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I Made a LOVE CONNECTION with SCRIPTURES
 

Entry One
“Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with

divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on
every one of them and healed them.” --St. Luke 4:40    

 
I have read this Scripture many times. The last time I read it, it
resonated in such a way in my spirit. It touched in a powerful,

personal way. Yes, God has opened my eyes to a better
understanding of this Scripture. Yes, Jesus did a lot of physical

healing while he walked the earth. The part “He laid his hands on
every one of them and healed them”. My God’s healing power is

yet alive in my life. It does not just stop with the physical.
Whatever type of healing I need, Jesus Christ laid his hands on me
and healed me.  It may be spiritual, emotional, or financially. Jesus
is never far off. No one must carry me to Jesus now. He resides on

the inside of me. I can meet him at whatever time, and we can
break bread together. I will say, “thank You, Jesus. Amen.”  

 
Entry Two

“29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
” –St. Matthew 11:29-30

 
My love connection here is that God wants me to continue to build
my relationship in Him, making sure I spend quality time with Him.
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Entry Three
 “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all

men.” --Romans 12:18    

As said of the first Scripture, I have read this Scripture many times,
and it is our Women’s Department chapter.  God has given me new
prospective. I am to do my best to live peaceably with all people. It
is little more that goes with it now. God wants me to have peace

within myself. With all these emotions running wild on the inside, I
pray for peace of mind. I know that God is my sustainer, and if any

good comes out of my life—for certain—it is God’s doing. I was
spending too much time looking outward. God all the time was
helping me to see myself inwardly. He wants me to have a clear

mind. It’s not the people so much, but it’s what is going on with me
inwardly. Amen, God has freed me one more time.                           

 I continue to feed my soul with His Word, drink of His Spirit, and
my well will never run dry. I always say serving God is not hard, but
I can make it hard when I choose not to obey His Word. God’s Word
states, “For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Serving God is

not hard. I must have a willing mindset to obey His
commands/Word. Praise God!    

 

Sister  Peggy White
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LOVE CONNECTIONS
 

Entry One
”Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal . And

now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these
is charity.”   --1 Corinthians 13

 
Father God, in the Name of Jesus, as I start this Love Connection

Journal, help me to allow you to cover, convert, and conclude every
page with you because you are The Perfect Love that makes every
Connection Real, Righteous, and Remembered through the Love
Connection that You made with me while I was in sin. You called

me out and drew me in so that I could have a chance to experience
A Love Connection with You. For that reason, I Am GRATEFUL!

 

Entry Two 
"Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be

acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength and my redeemer." --
Psalms 19:14

Lord, help me to keep my eyes in Your Word, my mouth off
OTHERS, and my Heart Connected to you, so I can Truly Love ALL

my Sisters and Brothers! This is being LOVELY CONNECTED!  
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Entry Three
"And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a
memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD's law may be in thy
mouth: for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of

Egypt."  --Exodus 13:9

 Appreciate God for changing the way I did things (with my hands),
changing the way I saw things (with my eyes), changing the way I

said things (with my mouth). I have scars to remind me of how this
Love Connection has pulled me through, or I never would have

made it because I wouldn’t have looked at myself as the one who
needed to change. I would have been too busy looking at you.  

 

Entry Four
”A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: And there is a

friend that sticketh closer than a brother.”   --Proverbs 18:24  

Lord, help me to be the first to speak, the first to reach, the first to
teach (by example). Please, Lord, help me not to forget to

 R-E-P-E-A-T those steps in Love, and be fully connected to You.
 

Entry 5
Peace is not Perfection

”Pray without ceasing.” --1Thessolonians 5: 17

I had gone through a situation one day, and it was very HURTFUL.
Every time my mind would focus on that hurt, everything that had
happened to me that included that person came to mind. As Prayer
time approached, I got down on my knees and began to cry out to

God. It went from just a regular Prayer to a wailing, and from a
wailing to mourning. I began to speak in tongues, which came with

interpretation.
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At that moment I could hear my spirit saying, “I am at peace, I

am at peace, I am at peace.” Immediately I started pleading
with God asking Him, “How I can be at peace, Lord, when

these things keep coming up?”  My idea of being at peace was
in a state of perfection or already perfected.  When that

happened, I knew that my flesh was at work, even in the mist
of prayer. I TRULY THANK THE LORD for speaking to me in a

soft tender voice saying, “Just because you are at peace does
not mean you are PERFECTED.” If the spirit says you are at

peace, agree with it. This could be the beginning of Walking in
the newness of LIFE. AMEN. This is not only a LOVE

CONNECTION, but it was also a LIFE-changing
CONNECTION!  

 
 
 

Sister  Hester Brooks
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"And the LORD , he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with

thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be
dismayed."   --Deuteronomy 31:8

 
 I Thank YOU, my LORD and SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST, for what
YOU are doing for me during this pandemic. LORD, YOU knew
just where I was spiritually and mentally. LORD, Thank YOU for
touching our leaders, to continue in the Faith to have the prayer

line, Bible studies, women's settings, etc., on Zoom. YOU supplied
everything I needed to stay focused on YOU. This encouraged me

(when obedient) to continue that connection to YOU.
I LOVE YOU, JESUS,   

 

Sister Raymonda Head
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Love Connection with the Elderly 
 

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  --

Colossians 3:17

 I have a heart for the elderly, and I know that God gave me that
desire to reach out to them. My Love Connection is about how I
cooked a Sunday meal for about eight or nine elderly (or needy)
people for several years before COVID-19 brought it to a halt

(including my being afflicted with it too). I would busy myself on
Saturdays with grocery shopping (whenever necessary) and cooking
that night to be sure the plates were ready for delivery on Sundays,

before or after worship services. 
At one of those times, I would pack them on my motor scooter and

enjoy chatting with each of them as they gave me that familiar
smile when I dropped of the savory dish. I never asked for any pay
(because God didn’t give it to me to do it that way) but if one of
them insisted on giving me something, I would reinvest it in the

next week’s meal for everyone. Sometimes I would hand out extra
plates to people I met on the street, for no other reason than I just

wanted to be a blessing to God’s people.
I Thank God for the opportunity to serve somebody because He

chose me, saved me, and I can never repay Him for bringing me out
of that life of sin. Who did it? GOD DID IT!!! 

Sister Ann Mays
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Put on the Garment of Praise
 

”The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to

bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim the

acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to

give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the
garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called

trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be
glorified.”   --Isaiah 61:1-3

 
During this single season, God has really shown himself loving to
me. I decided to step out of God’s will for my life and do what I

wanted to do--how I wanted to do it. God told me a long time ago
that there is safety in His will; however, I hadn’t yet learned how to
totally trust Him in my single season. While going totally contrary to

what He instructed me to do, I was drifting out of control, but I
thought I was living. I was really enjoying being able to do what I
wanted because I didn’t have a husband that I had to answer to.

Well, months passed and that sinful life started to taste bitter; I no
longer enjoyed the lifestyle I choose for myself. One thing about

sin, it will take you further than you want to go and keep you longer
than you ever intended to stay. 
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 When I came to myself, I was so far from Him that I didn’t know
exactly how to get back. After I repented, He let me know that He
had never left me, but that I had left Him. Even after repenting, I

still beat myself up and became depressed. One morning in prayer,
He told me to “put on the garment of praise.” So I opened my Bible

app and searched those words. . .and there it was—in black and
white. It said that He will comfort those who mourn and give me

“the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,” so I did just that.
I began to praise Him for loving me and restoring me, and then that

spirit of heaviness started to lift off me. I truly can say that I
experienced a Love Connection with my Father in this situation. He
showed me that His LOVE is unconditional and that He will speak

to me even when I’m in a pit. For this, I am forever thankful for this
type relationship with Him!

 

SisterJessica Mapp-Wilson
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Love is My Reasonable Service
 

" 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
  --Galatians 5:22-23

I Praise God for showing me HIS Love and showing me myself. One
day at work while working with a student whom I thought was very
challenging, the Lord showed me that I really didn't have the love

that I thought I had. 
I was working with this specific student on a current assignment. It

seemed to me like the child just couldn't understand what I was
trying to get across. I was constantly saying, “Do it this way,” and
the individual was doing it the way he or she understood it, which
was not the way I presented it. Now at this time my patience was
wearing thin. In this carnal mind, I was saying, “This is simple; why
can't you get it?  We have gone over the same words a 100 times!”

(It really wasn't a 100 times, but it really seemed like it. )
The Lord spoke to me and said, “You don't have any patience with

this student. If it were your child, you would have patience and
longsuffering and love with them.” The Lord said, “It's in you to be
patience, to love and to be longsuffering.” He said, “I don't tell you
that you should understand it when it comes to My Word—after
ALL these years—and your short comings. I am still patient with

you and still longsuffering with you, and I still love you. I still work
with you over and over again. Why won't you let love, patience and

longsuffering show through you?!”  
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Lord, PLEASE FORGIVE ME for not allowing the fruit of the spirit
to flow through me, in Jesus Name! I praise God that now I can

work with this particular student and don't get frustrated like I had
in the past. I am not saying that I am not tempted to not have

longsuffering with them. I just don't let this carnal mind yield to the
works of the flesh. I am fighting every day to show the Love of

GOD in my life!!!!   

Sister Sandra Durr
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Love Connects
 

“And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God
is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in

him.”   --1 John 4:16

 
 I bought a few bags of cherries over the weekend after talking with
a coworker about having tasted them and how good they were. She

stated how she would like to try them herself. Just in case she
hadn’t bought hers yet, I purchased a bag for her. After I had

purchased mine, I gave her a call and asked if she had bought her
some. Mind you, they were rather expensive. She replied, “No.” I
told her that I had purchased four bags, so she could come and get
one if she desired. “Yes, ma’am, I sure do, and I am on my way to

get them.”
 I gladly waited on her to come, so she could try one, and I could see
her expression. As she drove up, I could see that she was not alone.

My countenance changed and my excitement waned. I was only
giving away ONE bag. She had not told me that she was bringing

someone else. Just then my carnal mind kicked in with unkind
thoughts. No quicker that my mind said, “She can give the other
person some of hers,” I was convicted by the Holy Ghost. I had to

repent. Yes, I had MORE than enough. 
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The cherries usually sell quickly once they display them on the
tables and shelves. I had waited over three weeks for them to be in
stock at one store; however, I had found them at another store out
of town, so I bought multiple bags. At that point, where was the

Love Connection? If it is for one, what about the other? God has no
respect of persons. Conviction brings about a change. I happily gave

the other person a bag and was told the following week that she
enjoyed them so much when she tasted them, that she had eaten

the whole three-pound bag before she reached her house. 
 Love does what it does without indifference. It does not do for

some and not for others. Love Connects.

    Sister Florristene Brown 
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Ways We Can Walk in Love
 

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” 

–Ephesians 4:32

 
25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any:

that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses.

26 But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in
heaven forgive your trespasses.

” –St. Mark 11:25-26

 
Forgiveness is the action or process of forgiving or being forgiven. 
When we mess up over and over, we want our Father to forgive us.

Walking in forgiveness is a way we can walk in love.
No matter how we feel like we have been mistreated, we must be

kind and compassionate to one another. For if we forgive other
people when they sin against us, God will forgive us.

 

       Sister Samona Durr
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Great Peace in God’s Love
 

 “Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend
them.”—Psalms 119:165

 
 In this Scripture, I have learned that “great peace” is only given
from God. I must first know the law to begin to love it. In doing

this, I need to spend time with the One Who makes the law—God.
Having a personal relationship with God is very important in my
Christian walk and spending time in His Word is a must. I find
myself more understanding less and offended in situations I

encounter when I have been in His Word. I’m not down with playing
offensive because they will come, but how I respond to them is very

important to my spiritual growth. 
When I am struggling with an offense, I pray to God to help me

with it, and He does. Sometimes He leads me to a Scripture, or to a
sister who may have had a similar struggle and has overcome it, but

often He shows me myself. At this point, I can ask God for
forgiveness for all the times I have offended others and Him,

forgive myself, and then forgive the person(s) whom I feel have
offended me. I thank God for loving me this much.  

       Sister Karon Parksr
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"  A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is
a friend that sticketh closer than a brother."--Proverbs 18:24

 
Being sick, and unable to work for some time, I wasn't surprised
when I received calls and messages from my family, friends, and
church family. After all, that's what families do! I even expected
for certain co-workers to do the same.  However, on Monday,

May 19, 2020, I received a message from the VP of the company,
that took me by surprise. Years ago, I had established a bond with
this man, but most importantly, I prayed for him and his family.

Although he was very professional, he never suggested that I leave
my religious beliefs out of the office. So, when I received that

message from him, sitting at my desk, telling me that he hopes I
feel better, I believed that a godly love connection had been

made, simply by me showing myself friendly.

Sister Latrinda Tucker
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Love Connections (Friendship)
 

"As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan
was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own

soul. " --1 Samuel 18:1

This pandemic has been such a blessing in so many ways.  It has
shown me so much about myself and what I value.  For a great

majority of my life, I have felt very alone.  I know a lot of people,
and I have lots of contacts and associates, but I’ve always felt like I
lacked in the area of true friends.  The last few years, especially,

have been hard because I literally picked up and moved to a place
where I knew absolutely no one.  I allowed the enemy of my mind

to convince me that I had no real friends because I had been in
Tennessee for three years, and none of my “friends” had come to
visit me (I have had several visitors since I have been here, but the

devil truly is a liar.  In those moments of self-pity, I believed his lies
and allowed my memory to be selective).  

“I always go to see them,” I would say.  “They could come see me
some time.” “I’m always calling them.  The phone works both

ways.”  These are the kinds of thoughts that I would allow to swirl
around in my head on days when I felt especially lonely here in

Nashville.  
Something happened, right at the beginning of the pandemic to
change my whole view on friendship and make me repent for not

being a better friend, myself.  QuaSheba, the first friend I made as
a freshman at Clark Atlanta University almost twenty years ago, 
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sent me and about four more of her closest friends a text that
simply said, “My mom passed today.”  Almost instinctively, I

began packing clothes.  Then my phone rang, and Cynthia, one
of the ones included on the text thread, began telling me how
she was preparing to drive to Columbus to be with QuaSheba.

 Without my even having mentioned my plans, she let me know
that I could ride with her. The conversation lasted about five
minutes. I told my roommate where I was going, emailed my

boss, and got on the road. The next day, Cynthia and I arrived in
Columbus, Georgia, to be with the Jones family. This was a trip
we had made several times for weddings, Labor Day barbecues,
and now, a funeral. Sheba and her family needed to take care of

business for the homecoming celebration, so the friends and I
got to work. By this time, all of the friends from the text thread
had shown up, and we were all busy cooking, cleaning, working
on funeral arrangements, and preparing the house for the host
of family and friends that were about to show up to pay their
respects. Not a lot of conversation was had. It was almost like

we were all working on auto-pilot—doing what we knew
needed to be done because we knew Sheba well enough to

know what was needed.
The weekend came and went and the homegoing celebration
was beautiful. There were many tears, and I truly hurt for my
friend. However, on my way back to Nashville, God began to

reveal some things to me. There was a reason that I didn’t think
twice about getting to Columbus once Sheba sent the text.
There was a reason why Cynthia didn’t have to ask me “if” I

wanted to ride with her to Columbus. There was a reason why
Sheba didn’t have to ask me or any of the ladies on that text to
cook, clean, sing, run errands, or do anything for the family that

week. Our souls were knit together
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 some twenty years ago on the campus of Clark Atlanta University.
There have been husbands, jobs, children, and circumstances that

have taken up space in our lives that may keep us from talking every
day, but God put us together. We have laughed, cried, fought, and

prayed together. God reminded me, that week, of the love
connection He orchestrated between QuaSheba and me. It is

bittersweet that it took the passing of her mother to remind me,
but Sheba was the first of my friends to visit me when I moved to
Nashville. Since the day she heard me sing at a CAU talent show,
she has always been the friend to consistently support my music

and all of my creative endeavors. 
She was my very first manager! When I had my first album release,

Sheba made the trip from Memphis, TN, to support me. When I
held the very first MissEADIt Pageant, Sheba was the first to

donate her time, talent, and money to help me get it going. She
even served as a judge in that hot auditorium and never complained!
Sheba has been on the other end of phone calls and text messages
when I had issues for which most people would have judged me.

She has truly been a friend all along. I had just taken her for
granted.

 
God used this moment to prepare me for what could have been the
loneliest season of my life. Not having the opportunity to fellowship

with people regularly throughout the pandemic has been hard on
me. I know had I not had this experience at the beginning of March,

the enemy would have been able to whisper those lies t
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to me about not having any real friends, and I might have
believed him.  However, reuniting with Sheba and my other
friends from CAU motivated me to reach out to those other

friends that God has placed in my life.  We’ve had Zoom calls,
pop-up visits, and have reignited some of our text and Facebook
groups.  He’s even taught me a little more humility to go ahead
and make the first call if needed. Almost all of my friends have

husbands and/or children now, so it is selfish of me to think that
they always have time to call me first.  Now, I make sure that
even if I can’t talk to them, I just send a text to let them know

that I love them and value our friendship.  I count it a privilege to
be called friend, and I am grateful for the love connection of

friendship

Sister  Alacia Reynolds
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